CHAPTER XXII

THE TILLERS OF THE SOIL

If Indian society is to make   real progress   along
peaceful lines, there must be a definite recognition on
the part of the moneyed class that the ryot   possesses
the same soul that they clo and that their wealth gives
them no superiority over the poor. They must regard
themselves even as the Japanese nobles did, as trustees
holding their wealth for the   good of their   wards the
ryots. Then they would take no more than a reasonable
amount as  commission for their labours.   At present
there is no proportion between the wholly unnecessary
pomp and extravagance of the moneyed class and the
squalid surroundings and the grinding pauperism of the
ryots in whose midst the former are living. A model
Zamindar would therefore at once reduce much of the
burden the ryot   is now   bearing,   he would come in
intimate touch with the ryots and know their wants and
inject hope into them in place of the despair which is
killing the very life out of them. He will not be satis-
fied with the ryots' ignorance of the laws of sanitation
and hygiene. He will reduce himself to poverty in order
that the ryot may have the necessaries of life. He will
study the economic   condition of the   ryots under his
care, establish schools in which he will educate his own
children side by side with those of ryots. He will purify
the village well and the village tank. He will teach the
ryot to sweep his roads and clean his latrines by himself
doing this necessary labour. He will throw open with-
out reserve his own gardens for the unrestricted use of
the ryot. He will use as   hospital, school,   or the like
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